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19.	The second carries us on from 1625 to 1714—less than a century
—yet the walls of the big hall in the Examination Schools are not only
well covered . . .—Times.    (Insert a comma, as necessary  to  the
principal    sentence,   outside   the   dashes;    whether    before    the
first or after the last will be explained in our answer to the third
question)
The second question is, how far the authority of the dash
extends. There is no reason, in the nature of things, why we
should not on the one hand be relieved of it by the next stop,
or on the other be subject to it till the paragraph ends. The
three following examples, which we shall correct in brackets
by anticipation, but which we shall also assume not to be mere
careless blunders, seem to go on the first hypothesis.
 20.	The Moral Nature, that Law of laws, whose revelations intro-
duce greatness—yea, God himself, into the open soul, is not explored.
—emerson.     (Substitute   a   dash   for   the   comma   after   himself.
Here,   however,   Emerson  expects  us  to  terminate  the  authority
at  the  right  comma rather than at the first that comes, making
things worse)
 21.	I ... there complained of the common notions of the special
virtues—justice, &c., as too vague to furnish exact determinations of
the actions enjoined under them.—h. sidgwick.    (Substitute a dash
for the comma after &c.)
 22.	There are vicars   and vicars,   and of all   sorts   I   love   an
innovating vicar—a piebald progressive professional reactionary, the
least.—h.  G. wells.     (Substitute   a   dash   for  the   comma   after
reactionary)
It needs no further demonstration, however, that commas
are frequently used after a dash without putting an end to its
influence; and if they are to be sometimes taken, nevertheless,
as doing so, confusion is sure to result. Unless the author of
the next example is blind to the danger that two neighbouring
but independent dashes may be mistaken for a parenthetic
pair, he must have assumed that the authority of a dash is
terminated at any rate by a semicolon; that, if true, would
obviate the danger.
23.	It is a forlorn hope, however excellent the translation—and
Mr. Hankin's could not be bettered; or however careful the playing—

